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This Project is funded by the European Union 
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International Business Centre,  
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The European Union is made up of 28 Member 
States who have decided to gradually link together 
their know-how, resources and destinies. 
Together, during a period of enlargement of 60 
years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy 
and sustainable development whilst maintaining 
cultural diversity, tolerance and individual 
freedoms. The European Union is committed to 
sharing its achievements and its values with 
countries and peoples beyond its borders. 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

For Immediate Release  

                                                                                                                                                    

INCREASING NGO’S CAPACITY TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO VULNERABLE WOMEN IN 
UZBEKISTAN                         

Between August 7-17, a series of trainings for Uzbek women NGOs took place in Tashkent and Samarkand, within the 

framework of "Advancing women’s rights through enhanced protection and self-employment" project of ACTED which is 

financially supported by the EU. These training aimed at strengthening the capacity of civil society to prevent domestic violence 

in Uzbekistan as women NGOs continue to be the key echelon in the protection of women vulnerable to domestic violence.  

The issue of violence against women and girls continues to be a very low priority in Uzbekistan. Domestic violence in particular 

is still often considered culturally as a personal affair and not as a crime. When confronted to domestic violence, with little to 

no means to address their situation, they mostly rely on the few shelters and NGOs offering refuge as well as psychological, 

judicial and financial support. However, women NGOs are facing great difficulties to operate: with a lack of funding opportunity, 

limited project management capacity as well as substantial administrative barriers, shelters operate well under their potential 

while some are obliged to close down and most are unable to continuously deliver the different range of support to victims of 

violence. But the recent change in government in 2016 opened a new era ready to discuss gender-related issues and support 

women CSOs as evidenced the resolution of the President of Uzbekistan “on measures to improve the system of social 

rehabilitation and adaptation, as well as the prevention of domestic violence" of July 2, 2018, for example.  

Recognizing this situation, ACTED conducted key capacity building trainings in order to address the lack of investment in support 
services for survivors of violence against girls and women and women at-risk to facilitate their reinsertion in society. Through 
these activities, selected women support services from all across Uzbekistan beneficiated from reinforced capacities to both 
deliver quality care to survivors of violence against girls and women and prevent domestic violence. Staff from 15 NGOs received 
substantial training sessions on project management and fundraising in order to support their capacities to deliver services 
adapted to the needs of VAWG survivors. The functioning and sustainability of women support services were strengthened by 
improving domestic resource mobilization capacities, which will increase women NGOs’ attractiveness vis-à-vis donors to 
increase, and ultimately their number of funding opportunities as well. “By strengthening the capacities of women NGO to 
develop and implement projects, these trainings will ultimately participate to improve women’s rights in Uzbekistan,” stated 
Farzona Khashimova, ACTED project manager and former Gender Advisor for UN Women Uzbekistan and Central Asia. 
 

For more information on the trainings, please contact Dilfuza Zakirova, Area Manager, ACTED Tashkent 

(Dilfuza.zakirova@acted.org, +998974120062). 
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